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GENEROSITY IN BLOOM
Rev. Lisa Senuta
The snow is thick outside this January but it is like a springtime in the
garden of our parish community. Generosity is in full bloom at St. James
the Less.
Like a flower garden, the variety and contrast is what makes it so lovely and
vibrant. The same is true in our parish. It takes all kinds of generosity to
make a parish a healthy vitalized place to find God and serve our
Neighbors.
I offer an incomplete list of generous activity at St James the Less in 2018:


Worship is creative with strong volunteerism.



Staff, Vestry, and Wardens go above and beyond their assigned job descriptions to add value to
our parish.



Our pledged income came in 10% over what we asked for this year! Thank Offering financial
gifts came in twice as much as predicted. We increased our endowment through a gift from the
Estate of Miriam Hoover. We received substantial gifts for Outreach and The Commons
projects.



Welcome and hospitality are part of our whole parish culture.



There is room for new ideas and change within our programs and traditions.



A sense that spiritual growth is important to parishioners and we collectively want to be a
source of hope for others.

A few notable accomplishments this past year:

Invitations
Our welcome mat is growing and changing. Top of the list this year for accomplishments are the multiple
offerings of welcome beyond our Sunday morning worship times. A public children’s outdoor concert,
Living Compass wellness offerings on grief, The Beatles Mass, Motown Mass and Mother Daughter Tea.

Outreach
Outreach ministries are experiencing strong volunteerism and making healthy adaptations. The Grove
Nursing Center ministry is one good example. A ministry we thought might not survive with a decline in
volunteers is experiencing renewed energy. Additionally, Outreach enjoyed a huge increase in total
donations for the year. Money is a fuel for Outreach ministry and new creative ideas are being hatched with
our increased moneys from the two fundraisers.

What is in a name?
A Capital Campaign in 2016 raised $260,000 to among other things add a new sign and develop the plot to
the south of the church building into a ‘park-like’ green space. This year the Vestry named the space The
Commons at St. James the Less. What is difficult to see is just how much value this change has added to
our parish. I do know that everywhere I go in town we are thanked for what we are doing to beautify and
welcome others to our grounds. And most of the Rectors and Pastors in our area now have “sign-envy”.

Children and Youth
This year Bishop Lee visited St. James the Less on Mother’s Day. For the first time in many years our
youth were Confirmed in their own parish. The Sacrament of Confirmation has many preparation months
prior to the big day. kClare did a wonderful job pairing students with Mentors. Maureen Burke and
Matthew Berry also helped to support the program and students. It is incredibly meaningful for the
students to spend this time learning about the Christian faith.

Staff Changes
This year we bid farewell to Deacon Ron Valentine. A long time member, he joined the staff 17 years ago
as a Chaplain for the Grove Nursing Center. Later his position grew and changed. Over the last seven
years, Deacon Ron did a lot of Pastoral Care and organizing different Outreach and Fellowship opportunities. Now he has gone on to serve in Lake Forest. The sendoff for both he and Debbie was beautiful and
fun. Ron has been a loving faithful fixture here for many years. And we sent him away full of our gratitude.

Caryl Medsker joined the staff as a Communication Coordinator and Bob Rizzo as Bookkeeper.

Professional Development
I continue to serve the Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation on their board of directors. The gift for me
is that I learn how to run a small non-profit with a sacred mission from a different perspective. I have
learned more about raising money, articulating vision, and listening for the Spirit’s guidance. I am grateful.

Conclusion
As I reach the seven year mark serving with you here, I am overwhelmed with gratitude. Over time
richness grows in our relationships. I get a close look at the nuanced and small generous acts that make this
parish wonderful. I have noticed the compassion that reaches out in ministries that go on under the radar.
For example, someone taxis two parishioners without a car from the city out to worship each Sunday. I
feel that my whole family has deepened in faith for sharing spiritual life with St. James the Less.
2018 began with former Warden, Kathleen Dewey’s reflection that the parish is “loving out loud.” I
witness this often. It is actually the very thing the world needs more of. And we learned it from the best;
thank you Jesus for teaching us how to live and to love! May we abide in love and find more beautiful ways
to express God’s love as we flourish as a planting of the Lord in Northfield.
With you on the journey,

R E P O RT O F T H E S EN I O R WA R D E N
Sally Neuert
What a remarkable year 2018 has been, a year of new beginnings for St. James the Less. Our adjacent
property, now named The Commons, has been a strategic work in progress. We are continually looking for
ways to include others from the community. We introduced the property this year by having an event
called Veggies and Vines, where parishioners strolled through the property imagining each of the projects

in stunning completion., It was a fun and informative evening. We couldn’t have had such a successful
event without the help of: Sandy and Christophe Ritterson, Anita and Laura Ruesch, Marilee McGowan,
Matthew Berry, Susie White. Glen Tracy, and Tom Lund.
We began our year by directing the Capital Campaign funds raised for the various projects we had prioritized. The first steps taken in this endeavor have been the establishment of a fence, plantings and our glorious SJTL sign. We look forward to building the garden house and a labyrinth within the next year. We are
truly grateful for the many devoted volunteers on the Capital Campaign
committee who have seen these projects through. Thank you to Glen Tracy, Denny Scully, Tom Lund,
Sandy Ritterson, Bill Burke , Hope Martin and Dane Cleven.
The first event held on The Commons this year was a concert with Grammy nominated musical duo Justin
Roberts and Liam Davis. This dynamic duo, with their emphasis on children’s music, drew quite the crowd
from our Parish and reached out well into the community. We want to thank Nancy Whiteman for making
this connection possible and making our introduction into the community a successful one.
Our music director, Josh Langhoff , introduced something new this year by reaching out to parishioners
and the community with the musical addition of, the Motown Mass. This amazing Motown group with a
gospel background is called Peter and the Versatiles. Josh based this successful service on our well
established and immensely popular Beatles Mass and Auction, which Dave and Laura Sordo chaired this
year. Both of these musical offerings were very well liked and attended!
We decided to bring Living Compass, a health and wellness organization, back to the forefront this year. It
continues to grow in numbers and interest at our church. Jim Shaver has been instrumental in leading the
charge. We had sessions on Grief presented by Marilee McGowan and the Rev. Lisa Senuta. It was gratifying to see many church members bring friends and family, and there were many people from the community who attended as well. Thank you to Jim Shaver, Katie Synek, Marilee McGowan, and Rev Lisa Senuta.
Our Outreach mission, A Just Harvest, which provides meals for those in need, has recently been piloted
by Karie Smith and is thriving. She has streamlined, collated and communicated to those involved exactly
what needs to be done. Her boundless energy and love for this ministry is contagious. We look forward to
this renewed interest in A Just Harvest for many years to come. Thank you to all the volunteers this year.
The Godly Play program led by kClare McKellaston, continues to inspire and adapt to the needs of our
parish youth. This year she and Amy Berry hosted an educational in-service training session for the Godly
Play community at SJTL. It was widely attended and well received.
Our Leadership has undergone a few changes this year. We bid farewell to our beloved Deacon Ron
Valentine, who accepted a position with the Church of the Holy Spirit in Lake Forest. We had a glorious
celebration to honor him for his many dedicated years of service here at SJTL and a celebration of his new
position. It was bittersweet, and he is certainly is missed.
This year we also bid farewell to Staff members, Coty Colson and Joanne Straughn and we wished them
well in their new endeavors. We welcomed two new additions, to our staff; Caryl Medsker, our new
Communications person and Robert Rizzo our new Bookkeeper. They bring new energy, efficiency and
creativity to both those positions and we are so thrilled to have them on board.
Ginny Hunt, Josh Langhoff, and kClare McKellaston are dedicated, hard working staff and they are the life
blood to the running of this parish. I am so grateful and appreciative for their unwavering support
throughout this year.
What an honor it has been to serve alongside the Vestry members of SJTL, they are a dedicated and
motivated group that is instrumental in leading this parish: Matthew Berry, Jim Sordo, Jim Shaver, Amy
Alcorn, Anita Ruesch, Patrick Small, Marilee McGowan, Christophe Ritterson, and Susie White. Our Clerk
for the past year was Cindy Lund, and Kathy Smith served as Treasurer while Mary Saunders served as

Assistant Treasurer. Of course there is our dynamic and beloved Rector Lisa Senuta, whose creative vision
shines bright at SJTL.
SJTL is fortunate to have Matthew Berry as our new Senior Warden in 2019. Working alongside Matthew,
I have seen a man who holds a deep understanding of this Parish and the Episcopal Church. His outstanding leadership abilities will make him an amazing and effective Senior Warden. Moreover, Matthew is a
kind and loving Christian, husband and father. Our future is in very good hands!

R E P O RT O F T H E J UN I O R WA R D E N
Matthew Berry
You’re Invited . . . As I reflect on the last year at Saint James the Less one word keeps sneaking into my
thoughts, invitation. Throughout the year our church with its many special programs as well as the warm
and engaging spirit of its members invited the community to join us in worship, in learning, and in community fellowship.
To sing! . . . Josh, invited us to look at Motown music through the lens of spirituality, adding another special Sunday to our annual calendar. He also encouraged our children and youth to raise their voices in a
youth choir. Finally, we inaugurated The Commons green space with a special concert featuring Justin
Roberts and Liam Davis.
To eat! . . . Our monthly ministry at A Just Harvest continued with great success using the captains model
led by Kerri Smith. The lobster sale that supports our outreach ministries contributed to one of the biggest
outreach giving years in recent memory. And we gathered together as a parish to enjoy dinner and cocktails
at the Veggies and Vines event.

To give! . . . The parishioners of St. James the Less have always exhibited great generosity, and this year
was no different. The year-round stewardship campaign engaged the generous spirit of our parish and fulfilled the budgeted needs for our parish without needing to utilize reserves. The outreach fundraisers were
more successful than they have been in recent memory. And the capital campaign completed its work receiving funds for the planned work on The Commons.
To dream! . . . We were also invited into forward looking conversations about the future of our parish
and its programs. We have outreach ministries that have served the vulnerable in our own backyard that
were struggling with recruiting volunteers. Parishioners who had been involved with The Grove spoke passionately about its importance and how it had contributed to their faith. Reverend Lisa and the Vestry
heard their message and began a process for imagining ways for that ministry to continue. We were also
invited to think about the future of ordained leadership in our parish with the departure of our longserving and much-loved Deacon Ron. For the coming year we will be blessed by the presence and voice of
Rev. Tommy Rogers.
Deacon Ron regularly asked the Vestry, “where is the Holy Spirit” in whatever we were discussing. How
was the topic important to the mission of the Church. I would like to put forth that the Holy Spirit is in
the invitation. The invitation to serve, the invitation to join in fellowship, and the invitation to dream about
the future.
I am excited for the coming year as Senior Warden. I pray that I will be as good a steward of St. James the
Less as previous Senior Wardens, most recently by Sally Neuert. I also invite you to join in dreaming about
the future of our church. Your thoughts, ideas, and questions are always welcome.

Worship
Ministries

S E R V I N G A T T H E T A B L E : A LT A R G U I L D
Nancy Morr
The St. James the Less Altar Guild is most fortunate to operate with a team of thirteen very dedicated
members. With their commitment, every Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Altar has been capably set, along with
extra services occurring during Lent and the Christmas Season. In addition, Altar Guild Members serviced
four baptisms and eight funerals.
The 2018 Altar Guiders were Amy Alcorn, Marila Beatty, Peggy Greene, Bev Herndon, Beth Ingram, Judy
Marquardt, Meredith Montross, Phil Montross, Nancy Morr, Diane Otis, Anita Ruesch, Jeannie Scully,
Alixe Small.
Responsibilities of the Altar Guild include managing all details relative to the altar, sacraments, and linens
for every service scheduled. Thanks are due the Schipfers and Schultz & Ohdner for cleaning vestments
and altar coverings, as needed.
I am grateful for every member of his faithful, effective group!

B E L O V E D O F G O D : A D U LT F O R M A T I O N
Lisa Senuta
Spirituality is becoming who we already are, The Beloved of God. The role of Adult Formation in the life of
St. James the Less is to nurture our becoming. Using the word formation invites us to understand this becoming as a multi-disciplinary and multi- experiential learning process. Formation practices include the
Sunday liturgy, singing in the choir, participating in Outreach Ministries, teaching Sunday School and serving on the Vestry.
Christian Meditation offered four times a month on 2 Mondays at 1:00pm and 2 Tuesdays 7:00pm. Rev.
Lisa offers teaching and prayer to support the practice of mediation and contemplation.
Living Compass provided us with daily devotions for both Lent with the theme of Love and Advent using the theme Generosity. We also offered a Grief Group using Living Compass programs over the fall.
Thirty Worthy Minutes, Every Sunday morning at 9:15a.m. parishioners gather around variety of topics
for learning and discussion.
Vestry Retreat, This year the Vestry and other parish leaders went away to Racine for an overnight retreat
led by The Rev. Winston Charles. He taught us listening practices to discern our goals and mission for the
congregation

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHILDREN
kClare McKellaston
Our year at St. James the Less with Children and Youth Ministry was one of many new adventures!
Ginny Baynum, our wonderful Nursery Care Provider of over twenty years, retired. It was truly bittersweet—we were joyful for Ginny to enter a time of more rest, but sad to lose a loyal and loving child care

provider. Over the summer, between myself and my wife, Louisa, and our supply service North Shore
Nannies, we had different caretakers in the nursery. Finally, we met Camon Hopkins (through the nanny
service), and immediately, I knew she was a great addition to our staff. On Camon’s first day there were
NO CHILDREN in the nursery, so what did she do? She cleaned! She took it upon herself to ready the
nursery for the next week. From that moment on, Camon has gone above and beyond our expectations in
the nursery. If you haven’t, you should stop in to say “Hi,” to thank her for her amazing work, and to
check out the intentional space she’s created for our littlest members!
In May, we had a full class of Confirmands: Betsy Alcorn, Aidan Small, Cole Sabia, Zach Langhoff, Eve
Shaver, Miguel Osuna, John Osuna, and Jeffrey Podjasek. In addition, I was confirmed! It was such a
wonderful class. Every year I work with this group of students, I am buoyed with hope in the maturity, the
thoughtfulness, and the compassion that these young adults are bringing to the world. I was so proud to
join them in Confirmation. I also need to thank the amazing adult mentors to this class—Matt Berry,
Maureen Burke, Katherine Carini, Paul Rose, Christoph Ritterson, Phil Montross, Janice Herndon, and
John Stevens.
We had another successful Youth Sunday! It is a true celebration to watch the children and youth take
complete ownership of the service. We love it so much, we decided to try the Christmas Pageant in the
style of Youth Sunday as well. I think both were a delight!
In September, fueled by the inspiration our new green space provided, we planned and executed an
outdoor concert featuring local children’s musicians Justin Roberts and Liam Davis. Thanks to the support
of Nancy Whiteman, Josh Langhoff, Sally Neuert, Susie and John White, and many, many others, we
pulled off a herculean task that drew a great crowd of community members to our wonderful lawn space.
The yard was covered with children—using our playground, picnicking, and listening to the incredible
music of Justin Roberts. We were able to fundraise to completely cover the cost of the concert, as well as a
professional sound operator.
Our Mother Daughter Tea focused on the strength and beauty of women in a theme we called
“Wonderfully Made!” Cindy Lund spoke about the impact of cultural pressures on women and young girls,
while Sue Babbs led us in an activity to support the mission of Days for Girls. It was extremely well attended and the girls wanted to keep sewing! From this, we are considering starting a young women’s sewing
club!
In Diocesan news, I hosted a Godly Play Training in May attended by over 30 people for the Diocese of
Chicago, including Amy Berry from our parish. It was an incredible amount of work, but also incredibly
fulfilling. I am working with the Lutheran Church of the Ascension to start a Godly Play program at their
parish. In September, we hosted a small group gathering of Godly Play teachers at our parish. It was great
to be in community together. I also hosted a North Shore area Keeping God’s People Safe Training, which
was attended by about 20 people, including Josh Langhoff and Camon Hopkins. KGPS is a mandated
church training to educate all members of the church as to safe guidelines for working with community
members. I was trained in 2015 to lead trainings, and I’m happy to talk about my experience with it. Finally, I again lead the Children’s Program at Diocesan Convention. Our focus this year was larger pictures of
Church and Faith—where is God in the world and where are we with God? We had over 35 children in
our program, including Mabel Senuta. It is always such a joy to celebrate with the wider church, to meet
people from every parish, and to recognize our differences and how that comes together to make us the
larger Episcopal Church. It is so refreshing!
It is such a pleasure to serve here at St. James the Less. I provide a (mostly) weekly e-newsletter for Children and Youth—please let me know if you’d like to receive it!

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE
Joshua Langhoff
Worship and music are central to the spiritual life of St. James the Less. This is true in so many ways—
from our Sunday morning services to afternoons at The Grove, from concerts on the lawn to impassioned
conversations about favorite hymns, from new worship experiences to traditional carols at Christmas time.
God’s gift of song is always welcome here!
Our worship remains a blend of the traditional and the new. The Episcopal Church is blessed with
abundant resources: The Hymnal 1982, Wonder Love & Praise, Lift Every Voice and Sing, and several online
databases. When planning services, my goal is to reflect on the week’s readings with a mix of familiar
hymns and hymns that can be easily learned.

In addition to having weekly music at the 10:00 a.m. service, twice a month we sing two hymns at the
8:00 a.m. service. Usually this happens on the first and third Sunday of the month.
The Beatles Mass continues to enliven our sanctuary every spring. In 2018 we even got a couple shout-outs
from Terri Hemmert on WXRT’s Sunday morning “Breakfast With the Beatles” show. Seeking to carry
that energy into the fall, on Sunday, October 21, we experimented with a new worship service: a Motown
Mass! Led by the immensely talented local band Peter and the Versatiles, we celebrated God’s presence using
classic soul and R&B songs, from “Stand By Me” to “Let’s Stay Together” to “Shout.” The service was an
exciting success, and we hope it proves the first of many.
The adult choir is a joy to sing with. They rehearse every Thursday night from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m., and again
at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings. The choir helps lead worship in a number of ways: by introducing new
hymns; by enhancing familiar hymns with harmonies and descants; by leading the Psalms and other service
music; and by offering anthems that reflect on the week’s readings. The members of the choir lead with
confidence, hoping to inspire similar confidence in the congregation. New choir members are always
welcome and always needed. Thanks to all the family members of our choir volunteers, for making it
possible for them to serve this ministry.
Lilly Small has been a welcome addition to the choir as a Choral Scholar. This program pays local high
school students to sing with the choir, deepening its sound and bolstering its confidence. In the spring, we
said farewell to Carson Koy and Meagan Rittmanic, two founding Choral Scholars, as they graduated and
went off to college. Happily, both were able to return and sing with us at Christmas time. If you know of
other local students who might like to sing with us, please direct them to me.
This year we saw more worship services led by Band the Less, a rotating roster of praise band singers and
guitarists. This band helps bring energetic, contemporary music into our worship, and is an ideal
opportunity for folks who want to help lead music but can’t attend regular choir rehearsals. Let me know if
that’s you!

The children’s choir practices after Sunday worship in two overlapping groups: the younger SongPlay
Choir (pre-k through 4th grade) and the Youth Choir (2nd grade and up). With the help of supportive
parents and Mr. Bunny, a mischievous garden thief I have pressed into service, the SongPlay Choir has a
fine time learning simple songs and playing musical games. The Youth Choir is really good at singing in
parts and making up illustrative hand gestures. Whenever these two choirs join forces in church—as they
did for Palm Sunday, Christ the King Sunday, and the Christmas Pageant—they light up the room.
For the second year in a row, St. James the Less presented a traditional Advent Lessons and Carols service
on December 2. Bolstered by outside singers, a brass quartet, and numerous volunteers from the
congregation, this service reflected on the prophecies leading to Jesus’ birth. It was wonderful for me to

see the choir, over a span of only a few weeks, devoting their time and talent to this sometimes difficult
music.
As we enter 2019, I’m excited for the musical friendships our church has made throughout the Northfield
community and beyond. Our community worship services with Lutheran Church of the Ascension and
Northfield Community Church, featuring a large combined choir, are always a pleasure. On Sunday,
February 24, we’ll join the choir of St. David’s in Glenview to present a concert of John Rutter and other
English composers. Though we spent most of the year without a choral accompanist or a full Choral
Scholar roster, the money we saved allowed us to bring in more outside musicians for Holy Week, All
Saints’ Day, and Christmas Eve. Music is a great gift; it connects us to other people, and it connects our
souls to God in ways that mere speech cannot. May music continue to bless your life this year.

FLOWER GUILD
Jane Otis & Linda White
The Flowers on the altar each Sunday are purchased and arranged most weeks by a group of dedicated
women. Jane Otis, Linda White, Dorothy Generes, Dede McKnight, Diane Sawyer, Kathleen Dewey and
Sarah Schneider faithfully volunteer and work their magic to display the praise of flowers on our altar.
This year we added a captain per month to support organization and to occasionally order flowers from
Edwards Florist on Sundays we have no volunteers. The money for flowers is supplied through memorial
contributions and from parishioners who sign up week to week and make financial contributions for the
flowers as remembrances and thanksgivings in their lives.
The Flower Guild always needs more help! It is a special and sacred work that brings joy to many. If you
would like to try arranging flowers don’t hesitate to ask more about it. We also need volunteers to break
the flower arrangements down and deliver the flowers to homebound parishioners.

DOING WORSHIP TOGETHER
L i t u rg i c a l Vo l u n t e e r s
8:00 a.m. Service
Barbara Bredehoeft
Judy Lefferdink
Phil & Meredith Montross
Jim & Diane Otis

Elliott Otis
Dick Peterson
Denny Scully
Katie Synek
Chip Herndon

10:00 a.m. Service
The Alcorn Family
Charles Ash

The Babbs Family

Linda Jensen

Sally Neuert

Donna Babiarz

Jack Kessie

Ashley Podjasek

Charlotte Berry

Jeff Kivetz

Christoph Ritterson

Bill & Maureen Burke

Zach Langhoff

Mary Saunders

Kim Burnson

Bill Lauck

Colleen Schipfer

The Carini Family

The Lund Family

Denny Scully

Dane Cleven

Nylah Madden

The Senuta Family

Kathleen Dewey

Heather Mages

The Shaver Family

Bill Frazier

Danny & Sofie Malan

The Small Family

Tom Frey

The Martin Family

The Smith Family

The Getz Family

The Mason Family

Glen Tracy

Chip & Janice Herndon

Dede McKnight

John P. White

Bev Herndon

Mike Mills

Nancy Whiteman
Ceci Wooster

BEING A LITURGIAL CHURCH
The Sacraments in Action
Baptisms

Sunday Worship Attendance

Olivia Marie Thompson
Marlowe Jean Kivetz

2018 Attendance at St. James the Less
Rite 1 Sunday Services—8:00 a.m.

Fiona Leigh Hardy

659

Claire May Patterson

*(Number skewed higher by one Sunday where there was only
a Rite I Service)

Confirmations

Average 2018 Attendance at the 8:00am Service—16

Elizabeth Marjorie Alcorn

Average 2017 Attendance at the 8:00am Service—20

Zachary George Langhoff
Kathleen Clare McKellaston

2018 Attendance at St. James the Less
Rite 2 Sunday Services—10:00 a.m.

John Thomas Osuma

3,942

Miguel Antonio Osuna

Average 2018 Attendance at the 10:00am Service—82

Jeffrey Eugene Podjasek, Jr.

Average 2017 Attendance at the 10:00am Service—82

Eve Marie Shaver

Attendance for Easter Service—155

William Cole Sabia

Attendance for the Beatles Mass—194

Aidan Patrick Small

Attendance for the Motown Mass—94

Marriage
Shanna Nicole Athas & Trent Ervin Dickey

Funerals
Walter Allan Berggren
Robert Henry Kuhn
Elizabeth Anne (Curran) Warren
Jeane Merab Wyatt
Frederick P. Golden
John Funston Marquardt MD
Linda A. Jensen
Beverly K. Herndon

Attendance for Ron’s Farewell—175
Attendance for the Youth Pageant—105

Attendance at Other Services
Ash Wednesday Service—90
Holy Week Services—103
Easter Services—155
Christmas Eve & Day Services—443
Committal & Memorial Services—929
Services at The Grove—707 (Average—34)
Private Communions—38

Life in Our
Community

CALENDAR OF SPECIAL EVENTS
2018 in Review
January

August

Vestry & Parish Leaders’ Retreat

Retro Mass
Hiking Eucharist

February
Annual Parish Meeting & Brunch
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Ashes To Go
Learn Your Love Language

March
Palm Cross Making Workshop
Agape Meal & Maundy Thursday Worship
Easter Celebrations

April
Beatles Mass & Silent Auction Brunch

May
Bernie’s Book Bank
Bishop Lee Episcopal Visit & Confirmation

June
Veggies & Vines Parish Meeting
Youth Sunday
Superheroes of the Faith
Days For Girls Project

July
Community Garden Parish Picnic
Golf Outing

September
Backpack Blessing
Justin Roberts Concert on the Commons
Lobster Sale
Parish Outreach Meeting

October
Blessing of Animals
Living Well in the Midst of Grief and Loss
Host the Diocesan Clergy Dinner
A Look at Friendship in a Time of Grief
Motown Mass
Farewell Reception for Ron Valentine

November
Diocesan Convention
Mother-Daughter Tea

December
Lessons & Carols
Christmas Baskets for ReVive Center
Christmas Pageant & Cookie Exchange
Longest Night Service
Caroling at the Grove
Worship with Our Neighbors

THE COMMONS
Sally Neuert
The Commons is the name of the beautiful green space situated next to SJTL, representing an invitation
for a deeper connection to our Parish and the surrounding communities. The development plans for our
property were announced at a fun and informative event called, Veggies and Vines, where family and
friends took an imaginary stroll through the property and enjoyed deliciously prepared fresh foods and
drink.
Much has happened this year, from when we first began the process. We now have a clear view of our
property with a split rain fence that defines the perimeter. Our SJTL Episcopal Church sign is a beacon in
the community saying, “ Here we are, and we welcome you! ” The banners offer us an opportunity to tell
every passerby exactly what is going on at our Church and when.
Many thanks to those involved on the committee and the event: Glen Tracy, Denny Scully, Tom Lund,
Sandy Ritterson, Hope Martin, and Dane Cleven. Christophe Ritterson, Anita Ruesch, Laura Ruesch,
Marilee McGowan and Matthew Berry.
Our first event on The Commons took place in September, with a concert performed by Grammy nominated musical duo, Justin Roberts and Liam Davis. This was a delightful event that drew many people and
families from our church and those from the community as well. We were so fortunate to have
parishioner, Nancy Whiteman make that musical connection for us. This was a wonderful introduction to
The Commons and a great success!
We look forward in the spring to seeing the creation of a labyrinth made with personalized bricks and the
construction of a Garden house. More plantings will be happening and who knows what other ideas will
evolve, as we continue with our plan.
Our SJTL founders met in the 1950’s at Sunset Ridge School, across the street from what is now our
church. They envisioned seeing a vibrant church community standing on this vacant property. Now, we
too have a vision and although it may look slightly different, the willingness to build a community and take
those risks moving forward are the same. We are well on our way.

C O M M U N I C AT I O N S
Caryl Medsker
I have greatly enjoyed my first nine months at St. James the Less as I get to know the people of the parish. I
look for-ward to helping people connect to this community and to God, both inside these walls and in the
greater neighborhood around us.

G O O D SA M A R I TA N S
Maureen Burke
The Good Samaritans are members of our parish community who provide assistance to fellow
parishioners in a number of ways. These include meal preparation, transportation, and baking and
hostessing at funeral receptions. If you or a loved one would benefit from one of these services, please

contact Maureen. If you would like to volunteer to assist in one of these ways, please contact Maureen.
The parish recognizes and gives thanks to many of our parishioners who act as Good Samaritans to our
fellow parishioners on many days and in many ways but are not cited here. Thank you!
Our volunteers include:
Meal Preparation: Maureen Burke, Kathleen Cleven, Janice Herndon, Colleen Schipfer, Betsy Tracy, Linda
White
Funeral Receptions: Maureen Burke, Katherine Carini, Kathleen Cleven, Dorothy Generes, Peggy Greene,
Nancy Morr, Shari Noble, Jane Otis, Anita Ruesch, Mary Saunders, Sarah Schneider, Judy Stevens, Betsy
Tracy, Linda White, Susie White
Transportation: Simon Babbs, Brian Guinter, Beth Ingram, Bill Lauck, Nancy Morr, Anita Ruesch, Colleen
Schipfer
Special Needs: Maureen Burke, Katherine Carini, Bill Lauck, Mary Nelson, Diane Otis, Jane Otis, Jennifer
Trimble

PASTORAL VISITS
Lisa Senuta
Twenty members of our parish are homebound unable to join in Sunday worship. For these folks membership to St. James the Less remains important. They are in a phase in life in which they need spiritual support and prayers. Several parishioners join with the Rector to make regular visits, send cards, and make
phone contact. All these “touches” from the parish help these important and longtime parishioners know
they are part of the community even though not present on Sundays.
Maureen Burke has helped to organize a rotation of visits. Katherine Carini, Mary Nelson and Phil
Montross make regular contact with the people Maureen gives them on a quarterly list. Katie Synek peeks
in on parishioners when they are in hospitals and Rehabilitation Centers.
If you are interested in being a Pastoral Visitor please let Rev. Lisa or Maureen know. This is a gratifying
ministry in our church.

P R AY E R N E T W O R K
Sue Babbs
Once again we continued to pray for those who are struggling in anyway with life issues. The prayer
network has shrunk slightly as members have died or otherwise moved from the Parish. All who are willing to pray at least once, then as called by the Spirit, are welcome to be a member of the Prayer Network.
The list of people requesting prayer is published in the weekly e-bulletin. This underlying web of prayer
provides a sense of support and caring in the Parish. Contact Sue Babbs if you wish to participate in praying or to request prayers.
Sadly, the weekly prayer group has finally stopped meeting as there was only one member of it left to
attend. Intercessions for Sunday Services continue to be written by a team of members of the parish, led by
Simon Babbs.

Outreach
Ministries

C H R I STA M S B AS K E T S
Susie White
It All Started in 1915 . . .
ReVive Center for Housing and Healing is committed to ending and preventing homelessness in Chicago.
For over 100 years, thousands of homeless individuals and their children have turned to ReVive Center for
Housing and Healing for expert resources, award-winning programs, and a compassionate place to heal
and call home.
ReVive Center for Housing and Healing is a designated agency of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago and
partner agency of Episcopal Charities and Community Services.

In November of 2013, ReVive Center for Housing and Healing changed its name from Cathedral Shelter
of Chicago to better reflect its expanded mission and increased impact in the community. In 2014 ReVive
Center purchased The Royalton Hotel preserving an affordable housing SRO.
Christmas Baskets
Since 1921 ReVive Center, through the generosity of thousands of sponsoring donors, has provided
Christmas gifts to 1,500 low-income families and seniors in Chicago each year.
Sponsors come from all across Chicagoland. More than 40 Episcopal parishes, 15 corporate groups, and
200 unaffiliated individuals become Christmas Elves, providing gifts for low-income households. Each
summer, ReVive Center holds registration and records the wish-lists of families and senior citizens in need.
Wish-lists have 3 or 4 gifts per person in the household; each gift has a retail value limit of $30-$40 per gift.
We ask sponsoring donors to provide at least one gift per person and grocery gift card to provide a Christmas Dinner for the family.
It is difficult to imagine a child waking up and finding nothing under the tree on Christmas morning. Families and Seniors in need should call Santa’s Elfline at 312-997-2222 x234 to find out about openings and
the registration schedule. Family and Senior households must meet the following criteria: 1) live in the city
of Chicago, 2) have an income below the federal poverty level, 3) have a child or children under the age of
18 (families) or be 65 years old or older (seniors).
The Christmas Basket program relies on Volunteer support. List Making Elves are needed in June and July
each year to record applicants' wish-lists. List Checking and Warehouse Elves are needed each December
to distribute gifts.

Christmas Basket Families
4,942 people woke up on Christmas morning with the greatest gift of all... knowing Chicago cares about
them, thanks to the generosity of over 40 Episcopal parishes in the Diocese of Chicago, 20 corporations
and civic groups, and 200 unaffiliated individuals.

This Year from St. James the Less
Susie White, Betsy Tracy and Jane Deuble were on the Committed for the ReVive Christmas Basket Program. SJTL has been involved with the Christmas Basket Program for close to 60 years.
For 2018 we sponsored five seniors and twenty families from ReVive Center for Housing and Healing; a
total of 59 people (40 boxes). In addition, we sent a $525 check of parishioner donated money to ReVive
to support their Christmas Basket Program.

COMMUNITY FOOD GARDEN
Sandy Ritterson
The Community Garden continued to flourish in it’s seventh season at St James. Again this year, we did
not have any major structural changes so we were able to work on improving the current space. Meeting
regularly to tend and harvest, a core group of volunteers ensured another bountiful harvest heading weekly
to the Northfield Food Pantry.
Like the plants, the community of gardeners continues to grow. We have plot holders from the parish and
the broader community growing food for themselves and for the benefit of the food insecure. We also had
set aside a small plot for volunteers to enjoy. For the second season, we had an herb garden for use by the
parish and community as well. There was a youth plot, overseen by kClare, and tended to by the youth
group and garden volunteers who came together with several mornings of hard work and dirty hands.
Not everything was sunshine in the garden this year. In addition to a very rainy start to the summer, there
were some unwanted visitors. A persistent squirrel consumed much of the fruit from the orchard while
deer managed to jump the fence and snack on the tomato plants. The 2019 season will require some
maintenance and upgrades including replacing rotten boards and repairing the saggy deer fencing.
Certainly the garden produces good food the families and the community but it is more than just vegies.
The garden is a place for everyone to come together, beginners as well as seasoned gardeners, for community, learning, hard work and fun. We hope everyone will come out and check out what’s happening in the
garden in 2019!

THE GROVE NURSING CENTER MINISTRY
Sue Babbs
2018 saw challenges to our ministry to the residents of The Grove Health Care Center, with the departure
from our Parish of Deacon, Rev Ron Valentine; the deaths of team members Al Berggren and Linda Jensen; and ageing processes meaning that Jane Deuble, Bill Fox and Barbara Stutz are no longer able to participate in the same way they have done. This left us with a very reduced team, but other members of the
Parish have stepped up with enthusiasm. Thanks be to God that we will be able to continue this ministry
which was founded in March 2000. Many thanks go to all the team members who have supported this
ministry for so many years and to those who will carry it forward.
In 2018, we held worship services twice a month and on other Holy Days. These will continue in 2019,
with a re-vitalized team.

Instead of our members hosting and organizing the monthly birthday parties, we will provide funds to The
Grove for their activities department to provide entertainers, cake and juice. We will continue to give birthday presents, Christmas stockings and cards.
Around 20 St James the Less members and friends came on the Saturday before Christmas to sing Christmas songs with the residents and giving out the stockings. The playing of piano and guitar by Josh and
Zach Langhoff greatly added to this occasion.
Christmas morning service was led by all 5 Babbs family members and John and Judy Stevens and was well
attended by 52 (of the 125) residents.

Due to heavy rain in June, we were only able to organize one outing this summer to the Chicago Botanic
Garden for lunch and a tram ride. The cancellation meant that we had funds to buy art and craft supplies
for the residents instead, and they are very excited by these.
The residents are so grateful for all that we do, including the gifts of new or gently-used clothing, books,
magazines, toiletries, calendars and greetings cards. Denny Scully is now heading up this part of our ministry. Donations can be left in the basket under the coat racks in the Parish Hall.
Our continuing presence is much appreciated by both residents and staff. Many thanks go to all the many
members of the Parish involved in this outreach project by giving either time or donations. We welcome
more members to join this team on a regular or intermittent basis. We also welcome new ideas or suggestions.

A JUST HARVEST
Karie Smith
A Just Harvest has been fighting poverty and hunger in Rogers Park and the greater Chicago community
for 35 years. A Just Harvest’s Community Kitchen is open 365 days a year to provide a warm meal in a
safe place to its neighbors. In 2018, A Just Harvest served close to 65,000 hungry people in its Community
Kitchen, made possible by over 5,000 volunteers.
St. James the Less has partnered with A Just Harvest and other organizations to feed those in need for
nearly 30 years. We serve a warm dinner on the first Tuesday of every month. In 2018, we fed roughly
1,000 of our neighbors by hosting twelve dinners in A Just Harvest’s Community Kitchen.
In 2017, St. James implemented a Captain approach, empowering parishioners to lead this ministry. Each
Captain volunteers to lead the ministry for a month by organizing the donation and delivery of food and by
leading St. James’s volunteer servers. We would like to thank our 2018 Captains: Dane Cleven (2x Captain), Sarah Schneider, Katherine Carini, Ron Valentine, Nancy Morr, Alixe Small, Phil Montross, Sandy
Ritterson, kClare McKellaston, Litt Clark & Kathy Smith, and Allen Smith.
Throughout 2018 we solicited feedback on our efforts, both from within our congregation and from personnel at A Just Harvest, and responded to this valued input by implementing several improvements over
the course of the year.
During November, we recruited Captains for each month of 2019. We are grateful to the ten captains who
have stepped forward to lead this ministry in the upcoming year. We still need two more captains for the
months of November and December.
What truly makes this ministry work is the 10 to 15 people who volunteer behind the scenes each month to
shop for food, make casseroles and serve our neighbors in Rogers Park. In December, we recognized
Hope Martin as our Most Valuable Casserole Maker of 2018 and honored Linda White with a Lifetime
Achievement Award for Casserole Excellence. We thank so many of you for your generous support of A
Just Harvest in 2018 and look forward to our community of faith coming together again next year to give
our neighbors in need a warm meal and glimmer of hope.

LIVING COMPASS MINISTRIES
Jim Shaver
Living Compass, a spiritual awareness Outreach Program, completed its second year in 2018. The program
focuses on offering conversation on various topics that benefit not only parishioners but the greater
community and helps to increase spiritual awareness and connectedness with our neighbors.
This year’s offerings included a four part series on Grief / Friendship in a Time Of Grief as well as a
presentation on Body Shaming and Parenting Conversations.
Additionally, we have placed some focus on harnessing our marketing efforts for the program moving
forward and how we reach a larger audience for the program.

In 2019, we have already scheduled additional Parenting Conversations, as well as, an outside speaker to
discuss the Impact of Technology on Families with a focus on children’s use of smart phones. Finally,
2019 will be concentrated on adding to our Living Compass programs and inviting those in from the
outside community to be a part of the program.

MADAGASCAR MINISTRY
Simon & Sue Babbs
Since 2014, we have sent six short term mission trips from St James the Less to the Diocese of Toliara.
This is more than any other Parish in the world! This year saw two of these happen:


Glen and Betsy Tracy led a team, in February, to do further work on the landscaping in the
Cathedral Complex in Toliara town. They were accompanied by Eric Robins from St David’s,
Glenview, and Irma Solórzano from St Mark’s, Glen Ellyn.



Simon and Sue Babbs spent four weeks in July and August in both the south-west and the
south-east of Madagascar. They worked with the Malagasy on Days for Girls’ (DfG) trainings
and distributions, bookkeeping in the Diocese, and lead classes for the clergy and evangelists
on philosophy and understandings of the Eucharist. Sue was able to preach in Fort Dauphin,
via a translator.

Once again a donation was made by the Outreach Committee to support the work of Todd and Patsy
McGregor in the Diocese of Toliara, Southern Madagascar. For such a small Parish, we are having a big
impact on the work in the Diocese of Toliara. Thanks be to God for making this possible—and to all of
you for your support!

We are very grateful to two friends of Simon & Sue, who are not church members, but have made
donations totaling more than $10,000 this year, providing the funds for much of the DfG work.
Sue has continued to supervise the Days for Girls (DfG) washable feminine hygiene products both here in
Northbrook and in Toliara all year round. This has led her to be in communications with people on all
continents except South America and Antarctica!
Simon continues to help with the Diocesan bookkeeping, and acting as treasurer for People Reaching People (the not-for-profit supporting the work of the McGregors and the Diocese of Toliara). Sue was able to
attend and help facilitate the Annual retreat in Paris and speak in one of the Churches there. It was a thrill
to worship with the Malagasy congregation at St George’s, Paris.

Q U I LT S B E Y O N D B O R D E R S
Sue Babbs
We are a small but enthusiastic group of parishioners, friends & relatives, who have met several times this
year to stitch quilt tops in the Parish Hall. Some members of the group also sew the quilt tops at home.
All our quilts go to orphans around the world, via the non-profit organization Quilts Beyond Borders
(QBB) https://quiltsbeyondborders.wordpress.com
Sadly this year, we have lost two key members:


Linda Jensen who died in October, and enthusiastically sewed many kits at home as well as attending
our meetings,



Jill Ruesch, who is about to move to Georgia. For many years, Jill has been cutting kits for others to
sew as well as making quilt tops herself.

As a consequence we are re-thinking our involvement in this ministry.

Making It All
Happen

BUILDING & GROUNDS
Bill Burke
One of the strengths of our congregation is the willingness to not only maintain the physical plant but also
to make major improvements. Over the last several years the Buildings and Grounds committee has identified several major maintenance issues that needed to be addressed. Because of the generous contributions
from our parishioners to the capital campaign in 2016, we are making great progress toward the maintenance and improving our properties.
On the 500 property this year new fencing, a newly constructed sign, and numerous plantings have transformed the property into a beautiful open space. Unfortunately, the beautiful old elm tree in the middle of
the property has died and will need to be torn down. You can look forward to a Garden House and Labyrinth installments in 2019.
Here is a summary of much of the work completed in the last year and on the que for 2019.
1. The steeple lights and other outdoor lights have been replaced with new LED fixtures that are
brighter and much cheaper to run. We replaced the timer for the outdoor lighting. And there
will soon be another LED fixture that will illuminate the front of the church steeple.
2. The sump pumps in the basement of the church requires ongoing maintenance and one will be
replaced in 2019
3. Late in 2018 it came to the attention of the Buildings and Grounds that the electrical posts that
carry the wires to the Rectory are private property. Two of the poles will need to be replaced in
2019 from aging issues.
4. Other improvements in 2018, the playground in the courtyard was re-painted, the front doors of
the church power washed, the drinking fountain fixed and work room in the basement cleaned
out.
5. The rectory is now over 50 years old and continues to need improvements. This past year the
sump pumps required work. One has been replaced already and in 2019 the other will be replaced and a back -up system installed. Also the two full bathrooms required maintenance and re
-grouting. Both look splendid now.
6. This year composting was added to our trash removal. The Compost Bin receives any kind of
organic material including yard waste, meat, coffee filters, and other compostable paper products. The bin is able to be filled only during the months of April-November.
Regular maintenance issues are paid for from our annual budget. Other non budgeted expenses come from
the Plant Replacement savings which has $42,300.
Share your gratitude with Litt Clark, Bill Lauck, Tom Lund, Glen Tracy, Cory Schipfer, Chad Senuta and
Dave Sordo for serving on the committee. Rich Synek and Katie Synek also do much keep the property
clean and in order. Special thanks for their efforts to oversee projects while Bill Burke is at his summer
home in Canada or travelling around the world.

C A R I N G F O R O U R C H U R C H YA R D
K a t i e S y n e k , C h i p H e r n d o n , G l e n Tr a c y
It has been an exciting year of changes and improvements to the Church Yard, with more to come!
We have been cleaning up, removing dead and over grown trees and shrubs, replacing some with new
landscaping. If you walk into the Columbarium the first thing you will notice is the area leading in has been
opened up, drawing your eye to see beyond. The struggling Redbud trees on either side were replaced with
new healthy Redbuds. Some of the dead and overgrown bushes and trees were removed. We have
budgeted to continue improvements for the up coming years. Slowly adding or replacing to beatify our
space.
The dead trees on the north side of the parking lot were removed and the stumps were ground. In the
immediate future, the plans are to maintain and add to the native plants.
The front of the church and the Krogman Court Yard also had some dead and over grown trees removed.
The Court Yard, Altar and all doors leading to court yard, as well as front the doors were power washed.
It will be wonderful to have a usable outdoor Altar.
The changes have helped reveal the beauty of the church, and we look forward to continuing improvements. I have heard many positive comments from people who live in the surrounding community about
the improvements, especially our new sign.
In the Spring we hope to have some late afternoon “Fellowship and Weeding” time- always a need.
Stayed tuned as things keep developing!!

D AW N O F A N E W D AY C A P I TA L C A M PA I G N
Dane Cleven
St. James the Less kicked off a Capital Campaign in 2016. The campaign was called “Dawn of a New
Day.” The purpose of the campaign was to raise funds for the necessary rebuilding of the church steeple,
to put some money aside for future roof repairs that are expected to be necessary within the next few years,
to upgrade and improve the 500 Sunset Ridge Road property, and for several other projects. Many of the
upgrades have been completed already. For example we have already become accustomed to the new look
and functionality of the 500 Sunset Ridge Road property, to the functional Parish Hall furnishings, and to
the peace of mind we all have with the now structurally sound steeple, among other items.
There is a committee that is overseeing the expenditure of the funds and the completion of the various
projects. This report deals solely with the fundraising portion.
In 2016 Parishioners were asked to make pledges that could be payable over three years. Many parishioners
responded. Many pledges were to be paid over time, and a number of parishioners made onetime
contributions. We included the one time contributions in the total pledged amount. The vast majority of
pledges were paid in during 2016 – 2018, though there are a few that will be fulfilled in in 2019.
In addition to the funds raised pursuant to pledges and onetime contributions, there have been a number
of additional amounts contributed by parishioners. Included among additional contributions are funds

donated by pledgers that were over and above their pledge amounts and funds donated to the Helen
McCulloch memorial which were designated for the capital campaign fund. The numbers are below:
Total pledges:

$243,234

Total collected as of 12.31.2018:$261,340
According to my records an additional $2,060 will be paid in in 2019. This should complete all expected
contributions to the campaign fund. According to church records, the balance of the capital campaign fund
as of December 31, 2018 is $70,757.
If you still have pledged amounts outstanding, please note on your checks or other communications that
accompany your donation that the funds are intended for the Capital Campaign. If you have any questions
about your outstanding pledge do not hesitate to contact Dane Cleven. If you have any other questions
about the campaign contact Hope Martin, Laura Sordo, or Dane Cleven.
Thank you to all who were able to participate in the campaign. We appreciate your generosity. The Dawn
of a New Day capital campaign has played an important role in our Parish’s efforts to be good stewards of
the church’s property, and the improvements made possible through the campaign will serve current and
future parishioners for many years to come.

S T E WA R DS H I P C O M M I T T E E
John Stevens
One year ago our stewardship goal was to fully fund our 2018 operating budget with pledge income of
$360,000 and additional donations in the form of Thank Offerings and Special Gifts. It is a pleasure to report now that pledges and donations to our Annual Fund exceeded our goal by 5% and the other forms of
giving also increased beyond our expectations. As a result, we not only fully funded our operating expenses
but also created a surplus to strengthen our parish and mission going forward.
Contributions to the Annual Fund continue to be the most important source of financial support to our
church. 2018 Pledge Income to the Annual Fund, including donations from the prior year, was $390,000
or 84% of our total income. We received pledges and donations from 111 parishioners for an average donation of $3400. Our Committee is very grateful to every parishioner who was able to support our 2018
Pledge Campaign.
As of mid January, we have mailed out the 2019 Pledge Brochure and Card to the parish. Our theme for
the year is “Let Your Generosity Be a Spark”, and we are hoping for a sparkling response in support of our
2019 Operating Plan. Our pledge income goal is $365,000, a modest increase from last year. Ingathering
Sunday will be February 10. We encourage pledges at that time to give us greater confidence in the future.
We also welcome supplemental pledges and donations throughout the year.

We are very fortunate that our church is on firm financial footings. Through continuous and spontaneous
stewardship we can ensure that our parish remains forward looking and creative to continue God’s work in
our lives and in the community which surrounds us.
Thank you all for your understanding and continued support of St James the Less.

PARISH LEADERSHIP
C l e rg y, Wa rd e n s , Ve s t r y & S t a f f
2018 Vestry Officers
The Rev. Lisa Senuta, Rector
Sally Neuert, Senior Warden
Matthew Berry, Junior Warden
Mary Saunders & Kathy Smith, Treasurer
Tom Frey, Assistant Treasurer

2018 Vestry Members
Amy Alcorn
Marilee McGowan
Christoph Ritterson
Anita Ruesch
Patrick Small
Jim Shaver
Dave Sordo
Susie White

2018 Diocesan Convention Delegates
Matthew Berry
Sally Neuert
Mary Saunders

2018 Parish Staff
The Rev. Lisa Senuta, Rector
The Rev. Ron Valentine, Deacon
Josh Langhoff, Director of Music Ministries
kClare McKellaston, Director of Children
and Youth Ministries
Virginia Hunt, Administrative Assistant
Cody Colson, Communications Coordinator
Caryl Medsker, Communications
Coordinator
Joanne Straughn, Bookkeeper
Bob Rizzo, Bookkeeper

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
February 4, 2018
Kathleen Dewey called the meeting to order and announced that there is a quorum. Chad Senuta appointed was clerk for this meeting. Minutes from 2017 Annual Meeting were approved.
Kathleen introduced Mary Saunders to present the proposed name change for church. Mary explained the
change would make the name of the church consistent across all of our various accounts and make
donations simpler, especially for those donating stock transfers. Motion to adopt by Chip Herndon,
seconded by Bill Burke. Passed unanimously.

Kathleen reflected back on the year. Thankful for all of the blessings from the past year, as outlined in the
annual report 2017. Would like to leave with a suggestion for the parish. Say “Yes!” to all that the church
has to offer. Saying yes as warden has been a blessing to her.
We’ve said yes to many things over the past year: New piano, Hearing loop, Lisa’s Sabbatical, Clearing the
500 property, Improvement to parish hall, Ministry at The Grove, and A Just Harvest.
Urged parishioners to continue saying yes in our lives of faith and in our common life here at SJTL.
Kathleen introduced Dane Cleven to talk about the Capital Campaign, which include improvements to the
500 property, steeple, and parish hall. Dane acknowledged other committee members Hope Martin, and

Laura Sordo, and is thankful for their contribution. Thanks to all for saying “yes” to the capital campaign
and supporting these improvements. 2018 and 2019 pledges will continue coming in. Dane expressed his
gladness for Kathleen and Sally serving as Sr. and Jr. warden, and the wonderful job they’ve done in the
past year.
Hope Martin outlined improvements from Capital Campaign: Steeple, tree removal on 500 property, expanding the garden, parish hall updates. Moving forward: new sign on willow/sunset ridge, split rail fence,
shed, labyrinth, money set aside for new roof, surplus will be given to charity.
Lisa Senuta presented Star Awards to bring awareness to those who are making significant contributions in
the life and ministry of SJTL.
Lisa presented a Star Award to Diane Otis. She was head of altar guild for 7 years, weekly support in office,
with mailings, paperwork. Altar Guild is an important ministry making sure services are prepared for liturgy, with vestments, candles, and wine. She is tough, small, but mighty. And brings that spirit to the church.
Shows up rain or shine. Often when others are unable to be here.
Ron Valentine presented Star Award to Al Berggren. Al has been serving at the church for 35 years. Served
on vestry, as a warden, finance committees, etc. In the past 10-12 years has become very active in outreach
ministries: Feed my Starving Children, Just Harvest, and The Grove. Al has a faithful and faith filled present at the Grove, has developed many meaningful friendships, especially with Eric, who lights up when Al
brings him the weekly Sports Illustrated. Al was integral in helping to start the community garden.
Kathleen recognized Vestry members of 2017 and those rotating off vestry this year, and expressed thanks
to all. Three retiring members: Denny Scully, instrumental in helping with Capital Campaign. Hope Martin,
for hosting the Bishop so well. Nancy Martin, does everything with a smile
Kathleen recognized Sally Neuert for her work as Jr. Warden and expressed gratitude for her service.
Lisa shared about Kathleen’s gifted leadership and contributions as Sr. Warden. She is an aware and connected person. Her loving awareness of others brings a connection to the big picture and what is needed to
support the flourishing of the congregation. Grateful for the gift the she is. “No better you than you.”
Report from Finance Committee
Mary Saunders began by thanking Members of the parish, Lisa and the vestry, Tellers who work behind
the scenes, Tom Frey who is assistant treasurer, Joanne Straughn our bookkeeper, worked on transitioning
our software, and John Stephens, who provides excellent connection between stewardship and finance.
Sure sign of our parish’s financial strength, is that since March of 2010 all Parish Endowments have been
invested in the diocesan foundation, invests them in a pool of low cost mutual funds.












Reduction in music fund for piano
Assets and liabilities
No mortgage or other debt
Capital campaign was a success, with $89,000 on hand
Other dedicated accounts, Ecklund offset salary payments for kClare McKellaston
Lisa’s sabbatical paid for by general fund and Lily Grant
Net assets are down $84,000 since last year, have spent money on…
Steeple, Lisa’s sabbatical, interim supply clergy, piano
These things have enriched our mission and vision and blessed our common life as a church
2017 projections
Projected a deficit, pledge income was under budget, total income was 97% of target, pledge
income may have been offset by capital campaign





Total expenses finished at 102% overall
Building and grounds exceeded
New LED lights reduced expenses

Sally Neuert asked for a motion to approve the budget, Chip Herndon moved and Denny Scully seconded.
2018 budget was approved unanimously.
John Stephens shared that the 2018 budget is both “aspirational and realistic.” John shared that 85% of the
church’s income comes from pledging and encourages parishioners to consider their 2018 pledge and increased support if possible. In gathering will be next Sunday and continuing throughout the year. Introduces members of the stewardship committee: Denny Scully, Matthew Berry, and Karie Smith.
Sally Neuert presented new vestry members for 2018: Anita Ruesch, Christoph Ritterson, Marilee McGowan, and Matthew Berry (Jr. Warden)
Phil Montross moves to accept the slate of candidates, and Bev Herndon seconded. New vestry members
are passed unanimously.
Lisa shared about the importance of serving on vestry, what vestry members do and how they serve the
parish. That it is a joy to share in doing the work of the parish. Prayer to commission the vestry for 2018.
Sally Neuert shared closing remarks: Vision has been reinforced in the last year, and we’re excited about
moving forward. Thanks Kathleen whose leadership has been a blessing. Looking forward to working with
Matthew Berry as Jr. Warden. Feels a deep sense of belonging, sees SJTL as her family and community
Lisa presented closing remarks. What stabilizes a parish: money, leadership. We have a wonderful group of
leaders in our church. Lisa acknowledged the staff: Ginny Hunt, Josh Langhoff, Ron Valentine, kClare
McKellaston. Finds joy in shared leadership with the staff and deeply grateful for all the support given by
the staff to her and the ministry of the parish.
In this time of stability, there is space for creativity and the space to dream. Lisa hopes that we not only
enjoy the stability but see it as a responsibility to wonder what it will look like to be a church community
going forward in the next 5-20 years.
“Elephant in the room” agenda item on the vestry. Chance to ask important questions which might get
overlooked. One member asked about “What do we do about all the people that don’t go to church anywhere? How could we reach out or include?”
Lisa would like the church to continue looking at ways of creative invitation as we move forward. Thankful
for the way that opening the 500 property has opened our perspective as a church. Has made us more creative.
As we move forward, consider what does it mean to be Christian in the 21st century? What does it mean
for us to share the love and ministry of Jesus? Amen.

OUTREACH FUNDS DISBURSEMENT
Bill Burke
The Outreach committee met on Sunday, January 20, 2019, to distributed funds to various charities.
Because of the spring fundraiser combined with the Beatles Mass run by the Sordos and the fall lobster fest
run by Jim Carini and others, the committee had over $27,000 to be used to fund the 2019 activities and to
distribute to charities. We have an additional gift of $10,000 in memory of Al Bereggren which we will
prayerfully consider how to distribute in 2019.
St. James continues to support activities at The Grove with $7,500, A Just Harvest with $3,500, and the
Community Food Garden with $2,000. Additional gifts were designated for the Chaplain at Canterbury
House at Northwestern University ($5,000), the mission in Madagascar ($4,000), Days for Girls ($1,000),
Episcopal Charities ($1,000), Quilts Beyond Borders ($600), Northfield Food Pantry ($500), Samaritan
Counseling ($500), St. Leonard’s ($500), and the Northfield Fire Department ($250).
Unfortunately for us, Ron Valentine has moved to a new calling, so the committee must decide where to
best focus our efforts. Many thanks to the numerous parishioners who have participated in our efforts the
make life better for those in need. We hope that you continue to support and perhaps expand our efforts
and try to spread God’s love to others.

PARISH ENDOWMENTS
Kathy Smith & Mary Saunders
Churchyard Endowment
General Endowment
Outreach Endowment
Music Endowment

2018 Total
$92,444
$472,680
$60,096
$17,076

2017 Total
$97,641
$511,297
$65,669
$18,471

Since March 2010, all of the above endowments have been invested in the Diocesan Foundation.
All the endowments experienced a net decrease in unit values of 8.5% at the Diocesan Foundation for the
year 2018. Prior to the challenging investment market experience of the final quarter of 2018, we had
experienced good dividend income where we select to have earnings or earnings and realized capital gains
from the Endowments distributed. (General Endowment received $11,512; Music Endowment received
$416 and Outreach Endowment received $2,173.)
The Outreach Endowment contributes all its dividends to the Church's outreach initiatives; as such its
share balance remains unchanged. The Churchyard Endowment reinvests all dividends. The Music and
General Endowments contribute the income portion of dividends from the Diocesan Foundation to the
Operating Fund, and reinvest the capital gains portion.

VESTRY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2018 Budget & Actual—2019 Budget

INCOME
Prior Year Pledges
Pledge Income
Thank Offerings
Special Grants
Church School Grant
Open Plate
Easter & Christmas Fund
Investment Income
Rent and Misc. Income

2018
Budget

2018
2019
as of 12/31/18 Proposed Budget

$

12,000 $
360,000
9,000
6,000
8,000
8,500
5,000
12,000
6,000

$

426,500 $

$

TOTAL EXPENSES

TOTAL INCOME

12,079 $
378,241
19,375
14,000
7,906
9,870
4,460
12,588
4,304
$

424,000

166,400 $
70,600
74,500
59,000
38,000
26,400
4,700

156,074 $
73,023
80,682
57,220
38,000
24,770
5,096

134,700
77,600
81,900
60,675
41,000
27,075
6,335

$

439,600 $

434,865 $

429,285

INCOME LESS EXPENSE

$

(13,100) $

27,958 $

(5,285)

Reserves brought forward
Transfer from (to) Endowment

$

19,937 $

19,937 $

47,895

RESERVES CARRIED FORWARD

$

6,837 $

47,895 $

42,610

EXPENSES
Clergy
Church Office
Buildings & Grounds
Music & Worship
Benevolence
Children & Youth Ministry
Parish Life

462,823

6,000
365,000
10,000
8,000
4,000
8,000
5,000
12,500
5,500

S TAT E M E N T O F F I N A N C I A L P O S I T I O N
2018 vs 2017
End-2018 (Final)
Temporarily
Unrestricted Restricted

End-2017 (Final)
Total

Unrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted

Total

ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents

Operating

48,657

Plant Replacement
Churchyard
Total Cash and Cash Equivalents

$

48,657

48,657

34,216

34,216

4,196

4,196

9,059

9,059

10,347

10,347

3,486

3,486

14,543

63,200

34,216

12,545

46,761

168,966

177,510

Investments
Operating

168,966

177,510

General Investment*

20,712

20,712

21,876

21,876

Plant Replacement

35,052

35,052

37,023

37,023

-

-

9,028

9,028

60,096

60,096

65,669

65,669

17,076

17,076

18,471

18,471

472,680

472,680

511,297

511,297

92,444

92,444

97,641

97,641

698,060

867,026

761,005

938,515

70,758

70,758

89,483

89,483

100,236

100,236

81,117

81,117

Churchyard **
Outreach Endowment

Music Endowment
General Endowment
Churchyard Endowment
Total Investments

168,966

2016 Capital Campaign
Other Dedicated Accounts
Land, Buildings, Equipment
TOTAL ASSETS

3,229,591

177,510

3,229,591

3,229,591

$883,597

$4,330,812

$3,441,317

54,377

35,560

170,994

170,994

54,377

170,994

225,371

3,392,838

712,603

$3,447,214

$883,597

$3,447,214

3,229,591
944,150

$4,385,467

170,600

170,600

35,560

170,600

206,160

4,105,441

3,405,757

773,550

4,179,307

$4,330,812

$3,441,317

$944,150

$4,385,467

LIABILITIES
Prepaid Pledge Balance

54,377

Due to Dedicated Accounts
TOTAL LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

35,560

* Funds accrued for Rector Sabbatical
**Funds from Churchyard Investment account withdrawn to pay expenses as agreed by the Churchyard Committee.

