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Illuminated Resurrection Stories
Introduction
The Illuminated Resurrection Appearances are meant to assist you in celebrating Easter. Whether you are alone or in a family group
our alleluias join people all over the world in proclaiming the Great Love of God in the deathless life of Jesus Christ. The following
seven resurrection stories combined with meditations and prayers are offered to awaken in you what God has to bring you this Easter.
Begin by offering a brief moment of quiet prayer naming your intention for this time with God.
Silence

Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
The Lord is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!
A Prayer
Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious
resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live
with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Resurrection Appearance I
The Women Go to the Tomb
A Reading
As the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook
and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised.”—Matthew 28:1-6a

A Meditation
There are no words to explain the Resurrection of our Lord. It is the mystery of God we walk toward in faith. Like
the women and the guards in this first experience of the risen Christ, God’s power shakes the world and crashes
into this mortal life of ashes like lightening. The burden of grief and fear is transformed into songs of joy and deliverance. Alleluia: the Lord is Risen!
A Prayer
Let us pray: Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us
the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised
from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Resurrection Appearance IIC
Jesus Appears to Mary
A Reading
Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not
know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid
him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!”.
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord.”—John 20:11-18 (excerpts)

A Meditation
Faith comes alive in vulnerability rather than certitude. Mary Magdalene openly weeps, full of grief, only to be
astounded by the deathless life of Jesus Christ so near to her she did not recognize him.
A Prayer
Let us pray: O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death and brought life
and immortality to light: Grant that we, who have been raised with him, may abide in his presence and rejoice in
the hope of eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and
praise for ever and ever. Amen.

Resurrection Appearance III
Jesus Appears in the Upper Room
A Reading
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him,
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe.”—John 20:26-29

A Meditation
The Peace Jesus offered to the disciples in the Upper Room is God’s deep hope for repair to their souls and the
broken world. Like the frightened disciples locked behind a closed door, we too deny our faith and choose to stubbornly remain in the tomb of doubt. Jesus does not punish Thomas but reveals deep compassion in the Divine
heart. He said to Thomas and says to you, “Peace be with you”.
A Prayer
Let us pray: O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death and brought life
and immortality to light: Grant that we, who have been raised with him, may abide in his presence and rejoice in
the hope of eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and
praise for ever and ever. Amen.

Resurrection Appearance IV
Jesus Meet Disciples on the Road from Jerusalem
A Reading
Now on that same day two of Jesus’ disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he
said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then
one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.—Luke 24: 13-21a

A Meditation
The disciples were shocked by the events of their day and kept from recognizing Christ in their midst. Open our
spiritual heart that we might see the presence of Christ walking beside us through the events of our lives.
A Prayer
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our
faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Resurrection Appearance V
Jesus Meets the Disciples on the Beach
A Reading
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them,
“Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side
of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the
Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring
some of the fish that you have just caught.” Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”—John 21: 1-14

A Meditation
The miraculous catch of fish and breakfast on the beach revealed the joy of new risen life with Christ. The truth
Jesus taught will always remain true: “I come that [all] might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.” (John 10:10)
A Prayer
Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that we who celebrate with awe the Paschal feast may be found worthy to attain to
everlasting joys; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Resurrection Appearance VI
Jesus Reconciles with Peter
A Reading
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he
said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said
to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know
that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’—John 21: 15- 19 (excerpts)

A Meditation
At Jesus’ arrest Peter denied his teacher three times publicly. Fear and shame separate us from love. At our baptism we join the first disciples on the journey of awakening to our true identity in Great Love.
A Prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the mystery of the death and resurrection of your Son established the new
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Resurrection Appearance VII
Jesus Ascends to Heaven
A Reading
Then Jesus led the disciples out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. Luke 24: 50-53

A Meditation
By the power of Christ’s deathless life the disciple’s sorrow and grief became abundant joy, their shame and fear
became confident faith. In the resurrection appearances the Divine Dream for human kind became clear; to receive the blessings of Christ and become a blessing to others. God’s glory is in the human spirit fully alive and
awake to Great Love.
A Prayer
We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the dominion of sin and death and brought us
into the kingdom of your Son; and we pray that, as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his love he may
raise us to eternal joys; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Complete your Easter Meditation by committing yourself fully through the reminder of your baptism. The resurrection appearances are
not simply a retelling of what happened in the past, rather they are a pathway to awaken your own journey with Jesus Christ. During
this time of social distance from your parish, remember you are not alone, we remain in spiritual communion through power of Christ’s
Love. Nothing can separate us from this Great Love. May you recognize in a fresh way God with you on your journey. And may the
Peace of Christ be in your mind and heart, may Almighty God, Father Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and always. Amen.
Through the paschal mystery we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness
of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and
vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced evil and all its ways, and promised to serve God faithfully in
his holy Catholic Church.
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God's help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God's help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God's help.
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy
Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

